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Aamna’s Life Left to Chance. Landmines: An Ongoing
War Crime Against Children in Yemen

Incident: A child injured by a landmine explosion while herding sheep
Date: August 4, 2024
Location: Al Magakha Village — Al Mahliyah District — Marib Governorate

Type of Violation:  Planting landmines in civilian areas

Introduction:

On the evening of Sunday, 4 August 2024, at around five o’clock, 14-year-old Aamna Saleh
Mohammed Abdullah Al Tamahi—a fifth-grade student—was carrying out one of the most
ordinary tasks in rural Yemen: herding sheep near her family’s home in the village of Al
Magakha, Al Mahliyah District, Marib Governorate. She had no idea that the land she and
her neighbors had walked on for years concealed a delayed death, left behind by a war that
once swept through their area and abandoned its remnants in the soil.

While walking, Aamna noticed a strange metallic object among stones and discarded bags.
Believing it to be a harmless piece of scrap metal, she picked it up. Moments later, it
exploded in her hands. She collapsed unconscious as shrapnel tore into her face, eyes, and
various parts of her body—an image that illustrates how the war continues to claim civilian
lives long after the frontlines have shifted

A War That Plants Death and Walks Away

Al Mahliyah District had witnessed intense clashes between government forces and the
Houthis. The Houthis controlled the area for a period before being pushed out and
government forces regained control. During their presence, the group planted landmines
across multiple civilian areas as part of military tactics aimed at slowing government
advances and preventing their return.

After withdrawing, the group did not hand over minefield maps, nor were comprehensive or
effective clearance operations conducted, even as civilians returned to their homes once the
situation stabilized. Residents unknowingly walked back into villages where fields and
pathways had become deadly terrain. Although the war had quieted militarily, it remained
present through its hidden weapons.

Villagers who heard the explosion rushed to the scene. Nasr Ali Al Saifi, one of the first to
arrive, recalled:

“We found Amina lying unconscious on the ground. Shrapnel had torn her clothes and
lodged in different parts of her body, including her face. We thought she was dead. The
entire village spent that night in absolute terror.
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A Dangerous and Desperate Medical Journey:

Amina sustained severe injuries to both eyes, with shrapnel embedded in the cornea and
lens, in addition to wounds on her face and limbs. Upon hearing the news, her uncle, Ali
Mohammed Abdullah Al Tamahi, rushed to the site and immediately transported her to the
health unit in Al Mahliyah’s district center. Like most rural facilities, it lacked equipment,
resources, and specialized staff. The nurses could only provide basic first aid and urge an
urgent transfer to Marib City, where medical services are more capable.

Al Tamahi explained:

“Despite the rough road and serious security risks—especially at night—I had no other
choice but to save her, so | headed straight to Marib”.

Shortly after midnight, they arrived in Marib. At that hour, hospitals often cannot provide
more than a rural clinic. Aamina’s survival depended on enduring the pain until morning—an
unbearable reality in which a child’s fate is left to chance, not care. How harsh life becomes
when a child’s survival hinges not on medical support, but on luck.

Unable to wait until morning, her uncle took her to King Salman Medical Center. But the
center could offer little beyond minor interventions. Doctors advised transferring her to
Seiyun, where an eye specialist was available.

Economic hardship made this impossible. Like thousands of Yemeni families, Amina’s family

could not afford the cost of travel and treatment. They turned instead to a private eye clinic

on Al Husn Road, where she underwent four delicate surgeries to remove shrapnel, followed
by two additional operations—none of which restored her vision.

To this day, Amina suffers constant pain in her left eye and permanent damage to both eyes.
She has been unable to return to school or resume a normal childhood. Doctor visits have
become her only routine. Her family has exhausted everything they own, resorting to debt
and selling assets—yet receiving no support or assistance.

A Continuing Crime Against Childhood
This incident constitutes a grave violation of international humanitarian law, including:

¢ The Convention on the Rights of the Child, which guarantees children’s rights to life,
survival, development, and protection from armed conflict.

e Customary international humanitarian law, which prohibits indiscriminate means
and methods of warfare that fail to distinguish between civilians and combatants.

e The Ottawa Convention banning anti-personnel landmines, which criminalizes their
use due to their long-term threat to civilians, especially children.

Planting landmines in civilian areas—and failing to clear them or hand over maps—is a grave
violation amounting to a war crime. Responsibility lies with the commander who ordered
and executed these acts—in this case, the commanders of the Houthi group and its military
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forces. These violations form part of a broader, well-documented pattern unique to the
group, reflecting systematic conduct.

The impact of this crime extends far beyond the injury of one child. Landmines instill lasting
fear in communities, hinder the return of displaced families, obstruct reconstruction,
deprive children of education and safety, fuel cycles of poverty and violence, and keep the
war embedded in daily life. Their continued presence means the conflict has not truly ended,
and children like Aamina continue to pay the price of a war they neither chose nor
participated in.

A Call for Accountability and Ending Impunity

Documenting Aamina’s story is not merely recounting a tragedy—it is a legal and moral
testimony to a crime that must not be forgotten. Without documentation and
accountability, such violations become entrenched, and perpetrators evade justice.

Protecting Yemen’s children and preventing the recurrence of these crimes requires
comprehensive, independent documentation of landmine violations; accountability before
national and international justice mechanisms; pressure to demine affected areas; and
medical, psychological, and economic support for victims.

This is what the Yemeni Coalition for Monitoring Human Rights Violations (Rasd Coalition)
advocates and works tirelessly to achieve. Aamina’s story—and the stories of countless
children exposed to war crimes in Yemen—are painful reminders that this decade-long
conflict not only kills now of explosion; it silently destroys childhood and the future. Unless
decisive action is taken to stop these crimes and hold those responsible accountable,
Yemen’s future will remain unstable
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