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Al-Bumiyah Market Massacre: Houthi Drone Attacks in Reality, and the
Media Kills Twice

Incident: Injury of Child lyad in Magbana

Date: December 1, 2024

Location: Al-Bumiyah market in Al-Barasha subdistrict, Magbana District, western Taiz
Governorate

Type of Violation:  Drone Strike

Introduction

Activity in the popular Al-Bumiyah market in Al-Barashah area of the Magbanah
district, west of Taiz Governorate, peaked an hour before noon. On Sunday, December
1, 2024, while eight-year-old lyad Abdulmalik was leaving the Umm Al-Qura School
near the market, he and other market-goers saw a drone hovering in the sky. He did
not expect anything serious to happen; alas, he realized that he was wrong when he
woke up in the hospital two days later. He will never forget that moment for the rest
of his life.

The drone dropped explosives on the market, located next to Umm Al-Qura School,
and left, leaving behind a horrific massacre among civilians. 7 were killed, and nine
others were injured, including the child lyad. Al-Araby Al-Jadeed newspaper quoted
local sources as saying that "a Houthi drone targeted the market while it was crowded
with shoppers." The director of Magbanah district, Hamid al-Khulaidi, said in an
interview with Belgis TV that the drone that targeted the market left immediately.
Still, another drone arrived immediately, making it impossible to rescue the victims
and treat the wounded for some time. The drone remained hovering in the sky,
spreading more terror.

Minister of Information, Culture and Tourism, Moammar al-Eryani, condemned the
attack, stating that "an Iranian-made drone attacked the market, leaving behind a
horrific massacre." Other organizations and countries followed suit, with the United
States condemning what it called "the brutal, horrific attack" and considering it
"another example of the Houthis' reckless disregard for human life." Although the
Houthi group has not officially commented on the massacre, attempts by its activists
to mislead and downplay the incident and divert attention have been observed.
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Background:

Government forces and the Houthi group share control of Magbanah district, which is
considered one of the most rugged areas. Forces affiliated with the recognized
government control the Al-Barashah area, making it a military target for the Houthis,
who seek to dominate it. Houthi group frequently intensifies its military operations
there, employing reconnaissance and attack drones, infiltration tactics, and sniper
fire.

Rasd Coalition successfully accessed the incident area by tracking the name of the
Umm Al-Qura School, which is located near the market, and the location was identified
via Google Earth. This enabled us to verify the number of victims and their names,
especially since there were discrepancies in various news coverage. lyad Abdul Malik
Saeed and his family were also interviewed, and their testimony was documented.


https://x.com/ycmhrv

any vaigdl wllaill 3
(il dgia Sl Laiil \
Yemeni Coalition for Monitoring \
Human Rights Violations

Houthi Disinformation on the Crime:

Hours after the drone attack, social media accounts owned by activists affiliated with
the Houthi group posted misleading reports claiming that what happened was an
American conspiracy against the group. This was stated in a tweet by the Houthi
military expert Abdulghani Ali Al-Zubaidi on the X platform, which was retweeted by
120 people. He said, "It seems that there is a conspiracy being prepared against Yemen
at this particular time. You can review the American statements about what happened
in Magbanah, Taiz (...) and the Canadian statements about including Ansar Allah on
the terrorist list."

We also documented an organized electronic campaign on the X platform under the
hashtag #United_States_is_Terrorist, launched by Houthi activist accounts hours after
the incident. The campaign aimed to divert attention on the X platform toward
attacking America away from Al-Bumiyah Market incident. The tweeters sought to
distract public opinion from the crime and redirect the discussion toward America and
the events in Gaza.

We also tracked comments and responses from Houthi accounts pumping out false
information about the incident, including indications that local parties opposed to the
Houthis were the perpetrators. One account posted: "This is the work of the Islah Party
and nothing else. They have a long history of committing murders of innocent people
to incite public anger." Another responded to Minister Al-Eryani's tweet: "You are the
ones who killed the people of Magbanah so you can pin it on the Sana'a government.
This is your plan."

Houthis' One-Voice Policy and Media Disinformation

Since seizing control of the Yemeni capital, Sana'a, in September 2014, the Houthi
group has dominated public media institutions and clamped down on opposition
newspapers and satellite channels, shutting down most of them. Their crackdown has
extended to electronic news websites, shutting them down, except for those that
support and back them. According to an Al Jazeera report published in early 2016,
most private and party newspapers (daily and weekly) ceased publicationin early 2015
due to threats and repression by the Houthi group. By that time, the number of local,
Arab, and international newspaper websites blocked by the group had reached 120.
The situation has deteriorated further, with Yemen ranking third in the world among
the countries with the most blocked websites, according to top10vpn, with 62% of
websites in Yemen blocked.

On the other hand, Houthis are investing in a variety of news outlets and artistic
productions, some of which promote misleading information about their opponents,
to control the public opinion in their areas of influence and justify the violence they
commit. According to the Yemeni Policy Center, there is abundant evidence that the
Houthi group is preoccupied with directing media narratives in areas under its control:
"to maintain a competitive advantage in public discourse and media narratives—the
'soft war,' as they often call it."
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According to a study by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the use of
disinformation in warfare is not new; the Nazis used it during World War Il. Among
the mechanisms of media disinformation are direct deception through the
dissemination of fabricated news and manipulation of context by presenting accurate
information while removing its context to alter its meaning. The Houthis are benefiting
from the expertise of Iran and Hezbollah in disinformation and information
manipulation, using it to suppress opponents. There are some indications that the
Houthis' messaging style in propaganda has proven effective. Previous research has
shown that Yemenis living in northern Yemen have a high degree of trust in Houthi
news outlets and are more likely to view Houthi officials' statements as credible, even
when these statements are false.

Conclusion:

On December 1, 2024, Al-Bumiyah popular market in Magbanah district of Taiz
governorate was attacked by a drone that dropped explosives, killing seven civilians
and wounding nine others, including 8-year-old lyad Abdulmalik. The credible field
evidence, the visual and chronological correspondence with witness testimonies, and
the fact that the Houthis alone possess drones in Yemen all point to the Houthis.
Instead of taking responsibility, the Houthi group and its loyalist accounts responded
with a systematic online disinformation campaign, including denial and fabrication of
false narratives, such as accusing the Islah Party and the legitimate government or
suggesting an American conspiracy. They diverted attention to other issues, such as
Gaza, using hashtags such as #United_States_is_terrorists.

Houthis ignored the suffering of the victims, especially the child lyad, without showing
any sympathy, indicating an implicit justification for targeting civilians and children.
This crime is not isolated; it is part of a series of systematic violations committed by
the group, exacerbating the humanitarian crisis and violating the Geneva Conventions.
Media disinformation constitutes a double crime, attempting to obscure the traces of
the original crime and obstructing accountability.

This story revealed inconsistencies in media narratives. Rasd Coalition investigations—
through geolocation tracking and documenting victim testimonies—revealed the
accuracy of the incident's details, while Houthi media outlets attempted to obscure
the facts. This incident is not isolated. Rather, it is part of a broader Houthi strategy
aimed at monopolizing the media narrative by suppressing independent platforms
and employing soft warfare mechanisms supported by Iran and Hezbollah, which
exacerbate societal divisions and undermine trust in information.

International reactions, including condemnation from the United States, have
highlighted Houthi violations, however, the lack of independent investigations and the
climate of fear that pervades Yemeni media make it difficult to hold perpetrators
accountable. This story underscores the urgent need to support a free press and foster
critical public awareness, as well as international pressure to stop targeting civilians
and uncover the truth amid the information war that conceals war crimes.
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