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Badr: A Child Killed by the Bullet and the Lie

Incident: The killing of a child by a Houthi supervisor in Al-Jawf governorate
Date: July 12, 2025
Location: Jabb area, Al-Maraziq in Khub wa al-Sha’af district, Al-Jawf

governorate, which has been under Houthi control since January
2020 after armed clashes with Yemeni government forces

Type of Violation:  Media disinformation about the killing of a child at the hands of a
Houthi commander

Introduction: The Double Crime in Armed Conflict

On July 12, 2025, at a Houthi-controlled military site in al-Maraziq area of Al-Jouf
governorate, 14-year-old Badr Aidan drew his last breath when Houthi supervisor Abdullah
Al-Ghwaibi fired three Kalashnikov bullets at him. But it was not only those three bullets
that ended Badr’s life; the machinery of media disinformation acted as a fourth bullet,
aimed at killing the truth and absolving the perpetrator.

Badr came from Al-Qasbah village in Al-Matoun district—one of the poorest villages in Al-
Jouf, under Houthi control since January 2020. According to documentation by Rasd
Coalition, Badr was recruited under the pretext of “supporting Gaza and defending
Palestine,” a narrative recently used by the militia to market child recruitment.

On the day of the incident, Badr was with a group of child recruits at the “Jabb” military site
when Al-Ghwaibi asked him to fetch a bottle of water. Badr refused, leading to a verbal
altercation that ended with gunfire. According to an eyewitness:

“Al-Ghwaibi threatened Badr, saying: ‘If you don’t bring me the water, I’ll shoot you.” The
boy defiantly replied: ‘Do it if you can.” Then came the three bullets.”

Background and Context

Al-Jouf governorate, under Houthi control since early 2020, suffers from extreme poverty
and a lack of access to independent media. These conditions make child recruitment and
exploitation easier. Recruitment campaigns often exploit the Palestinian cause, framing it as
a religious duty to mobilize impressionable youth.

This report documents the extrajudicial killing of child recruit Badr Hussein Aidan, 14, by his
Houthi supervisor in Al-Jouf on July 12, 2025. It establishes a direct link between the physical
act of violence and the systematic disinformation campaign that followed, designed to erase
accountability.

Badr’s case is not isolated but rather illustrative of a Houthi pattern: committing a primary
violation (such as killing or recruitment), then following it with a secondary violation through
the commodification of information. This “double crime” strategy aims to numb public
outrage, intimidate victims’ families, and create a culture of impunity by stripping victims of
their truth and identity.

The Incident: Timeline of Horror

On July 12, 2025, inside the Houthi military site in al-Maraziq, a verbal altercation erupted
between Badr and his supervisor, Abdullah Al-Ghwaibi. The dispute began when Badr
refused to bring him a bottle of water. Witness reports confirm that Al-Ghwaibi explicitly
threatened: “If you don’t bring me the water, I’ll shoot you.”
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Badr refused to obey. In a brutal act, Al-Ghwaibi fired three shots from his Kalashnikov. One
bullet struck Badr, killing him instantly, while the other two hit the ground near his body.
After the incident, Badr’s corpse was taken to a morgue in Al-Hazm city. In defiance of the
prevailing culture of impunity, his family refused to receive the body, demanding instead
that the perpetrator be brought to justice and punished.

Anatomy of Disinformation: The Second Crime

Within hours of the killing, a coordinated disinformation campaign was launched, revealing
a deliberate strategy to distort the narrative.

e Stage One: Role Reversal.

Media outlets began pumping out conflicting and false reports. The website Al-Mashhad Al-
Yemeni fabricated a story about “random gunfire” that killed a “man in his twenties.”
Crucially, this narrative flipped the roles, portraying Badr not as a victim but as a perpetrator
who mistakenly killed a friend. This initial lie was seemingly designed to confuse the public
and absolve the real killer.

e Stage Two: Narrative Flooding.

As the truth began to surface, multiple contradictory accounts were circulated to sow doubt.
Some stories claimed the dispute was over “financial dues,” others—closer to the truth—
over a water bottle. This tactic, known as narrative flooding, aims to saturate the
information space, making it harder for a single truth to stand out and allowing audiences to
select the version that aligns with their biases.

e Stage Three: Normalization through Euphemism.

Pro-Houthi activists and influencers on social media began describing the crime as a mere
“slip” or “unfortunate mistake.” This euphemistic framing sought to downgrade a deliberate
war crime into a trivial mishap, reducing public outrage and bypassing traditional tribal
justice mechanisms that would otherwise demand accountability.

Legal Analysis: A Chain of Violations
Badr’s killing and its cover-up represent multiple violations of international law:
e Child Recruitment as a War Crime.

The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (Article 8) criminalizes the recruitment
and use of children under 15 in hostilities, recognizing it as a grave breach of international
humanitarian law.

e Unlawful Killing.

The deliberate killing of anyone under the control of an armed group constitutes a serious
violation of the Geneva Conventions and a war crime.

e Denial of the Right to Truth.

The deliberate distortion of the circumstances surrounding Badr’s death violates the right of
his family—and society at large—to know the truth about gross human rights violations.

Conclusions and Patterns

Badr Aidan’s case demonstrates a recurring Houthi pattern:
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e Primary violation: the material act of recruiting and killing a child.

e Secondary violation: the information operation—through a staged, multi-layered
disinformation campaign—designed to erase the original crime, distort the victim’s
identity, and protect the perpetrator.

This shows that disinformation is not an accidental by-product but an integral tactical
component of the violation itself. It amplifies the abuse, ensuring that crimes are not only
committed but also justified or erased from public memory.

Badr’s story is not just an isolated tragedy—it is a case study of a systematic machine of
violence and deception targeting children in Yemen. Here, disinformation is not merely the
falsification of facts; it is the continuation of the crime, denying victims their right to justice
and truth.

“Badr was killed twice: once by the bullet, and once by the lie—the second was harsher.”

Conclusion: Recommendations

Emerging from its moral and human-rights responsibility, the Yemeni Coalition to Monitor
Human Rights Violations (Rasd Coalition) issues the following urgent recommendations:

e To the United Nations:

The UN Panel of Experts on Yemen must immediately investigate this case and include
findings on Houthi disinformation tactics in its periodic reports. The Special Representative
for Children and Armed Conflict should issue a public condemnation and communication.

e To the Yemeni Government:

Officially refer this case and similar ones to the International Criminal Court, highlighting
both the material violence and the systematic disinformation campaigns.

e To the International Community:

Impose targeted sanctions on individuals within the Houthi media apparatus identified as
architects of these disinformation campaigns.

¢ To Human Rights Organizations:

Develop specialized methodologies for monitoring and documenting digital disinformation
related to human rights violations in Yemen, thereby strengthening future accountability
efforts.
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