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Children of the Hantous Family: Victims of Abduction and
Deception

Incident: Abduction of Five Children from the Hantous Family in Rima
Governorate

Date: July 1, 2025

Location: Jubb site, Al-Maraziq area, Khab wa Al-Sha’af District, Al-Jawf

Governorate — currently under the control of the Houthi group,
which seized the area in January 2020 following armed clashes with
Yemeni government forces.

Type of Violation: = Media disinformation regarding the abduction of five children from
the Hantous family

Introduction

At 5:30 a.m. on July 1, 2025, the roar of 100 Houthi military vehicles shattered the silence of
the village of Al-Bayda in Bani Nafie district, Al-Salafiyah, Rima Governorate. Sheikh Saleh
Hantous, 70, was concluding his dawn recitation of the Qur’an in the village’s small mosque
when he heard the militants shouting, “Death to America!” followed by bursts of gunfire.

According to an exclusive audio recording obtained by Rasd Coalition, Sheikh Hantous made
a final call to Houthi Governor Faris Al-Habbari: “My blood will be your burden on Judgment
Day! Will you kill a man in his home who says ‘My Lord is Allah’?” Sheikh Hantous—a Qur’an
teacher who spent 40 years educating children—was killed on the roof of his home. But the
crime did not end there: his body was handed to his family, who were forced under threat to
bury him secretly after midnight. His wounded wife was denied medical treatment, and five
children from his extended family (the youngest only 10 years old) were abducted from the
rubble.

Documented Sequence of Events

Following Sheikh Hantous’s killing, the Houthis launched a sweeping abduction campaign
targeting his family, including five children aged 10 to 14. They were falsely accused of
belonging to a terrorist cell. Houthi-affiliated influencers and officials amplified these claims
on social media as part of a coordinated disinformation campaign.

Sources confirm the abductees are being tortured to extract forced confessions for
propaganda purposes, aimed at deflecting growing public outrage. Rasd Coalition tracked
and verified the following sequence:

e Systematic Siege: The home was surrounded by vehicles equipped with heavy
machine guns (23.7 mm) and RPG launchers.

e Targeted Shelling: 37 RPG rounds struck the house between 6:15 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

e Forced Disappearance: Five children were abducted while the family attempted to
retrieve Sheikh Hantous’s body from the roof.
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e Media Blackout: Local sources report that Houthis confiscated 11 mobile phones to
prevent documentation of the crime.

The Disinformation Machine: Turning Victims into “Terrorists”

Houthi media outlets claimed the abduction of the five children was due to their
involvement in an armed group led by Sheikh Hantous, who was killed in a raid involving
dozens of military vehicles.

As part of its mandate to monitor violations against children and disinformation campaigns,
Rasd Coalition analyzed a large volume of propaganda content disseminated by the Houthis.
The findings reveal a multi-phase strategy:

Phase One: Systematic Official Fabrication

The Houthi-controlled Rima Police issued a statement alleging that Sheikh Saleh Ahmed
Hantous died in an armed clash with security forces. This claim contains at least two major
falsehoods:

e No Clash Occurred: Local sources confirm the attack was one-sided.

e Misrepresentation of Forces: The statement claims the attackers were local security
forces, but multiple sources confirm they came from the governorate’s central
command.

The statement accused Sheikh Hantous of forming a “terrorist cell” and receiving $50,000
monthly from the Arab Coalition. It also claimed three security personnel were killed—
without providing death certificates or photos. A glaring contradiction appears in the
statement: “We summoned relatives to evacuate women and children,” while Rasd Coalition
documents prove the children were abducted from their homes.

The statement also reveals serious legal violations: no judicial warrants were presented,
breaching Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The 36-hour
delay in releasing Sheikh Hantous’s body violates the Geneva Conventions’ Additional
Protocol.

Phase Two: Coordinated Digital Warfare

The incident sparked widespread social media reactions—some supporting the Hantous
family, others defending the Houthis. Houthi-affiliated accounts posted inflammatory
content, including claims that the abducted children were part of a criminal gang. One post
read: “The abductees, including the children, are gang members captured after Hantous's
death.” This statement is misleading, as the children have no ties to any gang. Notably, the
post implicitly admits the children were abducted after the raid.

Within 48 hours, over 1,240 tweets were posted using the hashtag
#Hantous_American_Agent. One influencer denied the abductions altogether, claiming only
two individuals were detained.
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This phase also involved evidence fabrication. A doctored TikTok video showed children
holding weapons, allegedly as proof—but reverse image searches confirmed it was
unrelated. Houthi leaders escalated the narrative, accusing the Hantous family of
collaborating with foreign powers. As public outrage grew, Houthi figures Ahmed Mutahar
Al-Shami and Hamid Rizqg dismissed the reaction as a “premeditated scheme,” claiming their
security forces “successfully buried it.” Al-Shami went further: “Hantous’s children are
mercenaries... the incident is a Zionist conspiracy.”

Phase Three: Torture to Extract the “Official Narrative”

Investigations by Rasd Coalition, based on sources close to the Hantous family, confirm that
the five children remain missing and are being tortured to extract coerced confessions for
propaganda purposes.

Sources revealed: “The five children are held in the Central Security Prison in Sana’a and
subjected to electric shocks to force written confessions about events they had no partin.”
Communication tracking maps show their phones moved from Rima to Sana’a on July 3.

To deflect attention from the abductions, Houthi media shifted focus to alleged Zionist
conspiracies targeting the group due to its support for Gaza. Simultaneously, the Houthis
launched military operations in the Red Sea and toward Israel, attempting to overshadow
the crime and portray the children as members of extremist cells.

Legal Dimensions: Why Disinformation Is a War Crime

Legal analysis based on international treaties shows the Houthis violated the Rome
Statute—specifically Article 8(2), which criminalizes “intentional killing of civilians” and
“forcible transfer of children,” both prosecutable by the International Criminal Court.

They also breached the Convention on the Rights of the Child, particularly Article 37, which
prohibits torture and arbitrary detention of minors. The five abducted children remain
without legal counsel or family visitation.

This abduction constitutes a grave legal violation: targeting civilian minors without legal
basis, in a hostile environment with excessive military force. Leadership responsibility lies
with Governor Faris Al-Habbari and Security Chief Fouad Al-Jaradi, who may be prosecuted
under Article 28 of the Rome Statute. International experts affirm that “systematic media
disinformation to conceal war crimes constitutes ‘persecution’—a crime against humanity.”

Urgent Appeals: The Need for Inmediate Action
Rasd Coalition issues several urgent appeals:

1. To the United Nations and international organizations: Demand the formation of
an investigative committee under Article 7 of the UN Charter and impose “smart
sanctions” on 16 Houthi officials implicated in the crime.
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2. To the legitimate Yemeni government: File a case against Houthi leaders at the
International Criminal Court and include the abducted children’s case in any peace
negotiations.

3. To global media outlets: Expose the Houthi “digital factory” network and document
torture violations through interviews with former detainees.

The Yemeni Coalition for Monitoring Human Rights Violations (Rasd Coalition) issues a
warning: “Silence from local and international communities today will open the door to the
abduction of thousands of children tomorrow under false pretenses.”

Conclusion: When Lies Become Deadlier Than Bullets

The story of the Hantous children is not an isolated incident—it is a blueprint of a three-
dimensional repression machine:

e Military: Children are abducted as hostages to pressure families.
e Maedia: Victims’ reputations are destroyed to justify targeting.
e Legal: Institutional frameworks are dismantled to ensure impunity.

This story documents how systematic disinformation has become a strategic weapon in
Yemen: 78% of war crimes are committed under the cover of media lies (Stockholm Peace
Research Institute, 2025). The cost of debunking each Houthi falsehood reaches $200,000
(Harvard Media Studies, 2025).
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