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Houthi Disinformation Seeks to Evade Responsibility for an
Explosion that Injured 34 Children at a School that was
Turned into a Military Camp

Incident: Explosion in a classroom at Al-Qulais School injuring 34 children
Date: August 25, 2024
Location: Al-Qulais School, Bani Matar District, Sana'a Governorate

Type of Violation:  Explosion caused by stored ordnance — use of school for military purposes
Map link: https://maps.app.goo.gl/kTEWADIinJQMDKmyD8

Preface:

On the morning of Sunday, August 25, 2024, the floor and walls of a classroom at Ali Saad
Al-Qulaisi School were covered with the blood of 34 children, and their screams filled the
school and the entire village. Students had crowded into their classrooms when they heard an
explosion nearby. Some of them went outside to see what was happening, and the screams
of children led them to the disaster. In the first-grade classroom, thick smoke and small
bodies lying terrified and covered in blood provided the first answer: This is where the

explosion occurred.

The confusion that swept through the school
quickly spread to the entire village, and no one
rested until the injured were transported to the
hospital. At that point, everyone began asking
one question: What exploded? The authorities,
who had arrived by then, answered: "A
projectile brought to the school by one of the
children exploded." The answer was not

convincing to the residents, even to the

authorities, who subsequently changed it.

Three versions of one incident: deliberate
disinformation. Who should we believe?

By the end of that day, the news was widely circulated by the media outlets and activists on
social media. The next day, verified social media accounts bearing the name "Yemeni
Security Media" published a statement titled: "Sana'a Governorate Police Reveal Details of 30
Students Injured by a Projectile Explosion in Bani Matar District." According to the explosion,
"A student brought a projectile to school that he had found in an area adjacent to the school,
and it exploded while being played with inside the classroom”.
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Later, the Houthi-controlled Yemeni News Agency, Saba, republished the news article:
"Sana'a Security Reveals Details of the Explosion of a Projectile Left Behind by the
Aggression at Al-Qulaisi School." Thus, Saba News Agency started the disinformation
process, followed by the Houthi media machine.

Commenting on the Houthi media's misleading claims, an account on the X platform of Khalil
Al-Omari shared the Sana'a police statement and wrote: "The police statement was very
accurate. It said that a child brought a projectile found in an area near the school. But
your press said it was left behind by the aggression." He added, surprised: "Sana'a and
its surroundings have not witnessed ground battles, and if the projectile was left
behind by the 'aggression,' then a warplane dropped it." He wondered: "Can a seven-
year-old child carry a projectile to class?"

The truth is that the residents of Al-Qulais village know what happened. Several village
residents contacted by a researcher from the Yemeni Coalition for Monitoring Human Rights
Violations (Rasd Coalition) said that the school had been hosting training for Houthi fighters
for a year. The residents said: "Houthi leaders from the Beit Tamesh neighborhood in Bani
Matar are responsible for turning the school into a military training ground for planting mines
and making booby traps." They confirmed that this activity peaked during the summer
vacation, which ended a month before the explosion.

The Houthis' use of schools for military purposes is not uncommon. International and local
human rights organizations have been vocal about the Houthis' use of schools for military
purposes. None of the six reports issued by the UNSC Panel of Experts failed to mention the
Houthis' use of schools for military purposes.conflict zones in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and
Yemen.
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Media Disinformation and the Houthis:

In November 2021, political forces and actors in Taiz city formed the Reconciliation and Civil
Peace Committee. The committee's goal is to normalize the security and political situation in
Taiz Governorate as part of efforts to resolve the war and restore order and law. Bassem Al-
Haj, a human rights defender and committee member, considers media disinformation to be
one of the most difficult challenges the Reconciliation Committee has faced since its
establishment: "In the cases we addressed, we found it extremely difficult to deal with what
was published in the media due to the disinformation." Addressing this challenge cost a great
deal of time, effort, and resources: "We resorted to conducting investigative field research

studies," says Al-Haj.

According to a study by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, false information spreads
six times faster than the truth. The danger is that disinformation aims to confirm bias, as
people tend to believe what aligns with their pre-existing beliefs. Media disinformation is the
use of media or digital platforms to disseminate false, distorted, or selected information to
distort facts or sway public opinion. It is essentially the deliberate dissemination of false

information to cause harm or achieve gain.

The use of disinformation in warfare is not new; the Nazis used it in World War Il. Among the
mechanisms of media disinformation are direct deception through the dissemination of
fabricated news and manipulation of context by presenting accurate information while
removing its context to alter its meaning. Those who resort to disinformation often have
motives to evade responsibility, discredit opponents, and exacerbate societal divisions to
divert attention from fundamental issues. The danger of media disinformation lies in the
erosion of trust in institutions, the misleading of public opinion by making erroneous collective
decisions, the obstruction of accountability, and the impunity of responsible parties by
distracting public opinion. Furthermore, it fuels violence and conflict by promoting organized

hate discourse.

The Houthis benefit from the expertise of Iran and Hezbollah in disinformation, manipulating
information, and using it to suppress opponents. Hezbollah's support is not limited to hosting
Houthi-affiliated media networks; it extends to training media professionals, particularly what
is known as "war media," an Iranian term for military media, which has emerged in Iranian-led

conflict zones in Iraqg, Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen.

Mutahar Al-Buthiji, Executive Director of the Yemeni Coalition for Monitoring Human Rights

Violations, says it is essential to highlight how the Houthis use media disinformation to evade

responsibility for violations, especially gross violations against children .

He adds, "Monitoring and documenting the methods and means of media disinformation

employed by the Houthis and other parties to the conflict is important for preserving the rights
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of victims and is a fundamental step towards achieving justice through accountability." Al-

Buthiji affirms the Rasd Coalition's interest and enthusiasm in continuing its work through the

Monitoring and Documentation Unit, relying on open sources to document and refute

disinformation.
Conclusion:

The incident at the Al-Qulais village school in
Bani Matar is a stark example of the use of

media disinformation as a tool to obscure the

truth and evade accountability. This incident
adds to the Houthi group's record of repeated
violations against civilians, especially children.
By transforming schools into military barracks
and ammunition depots, the group not only
violated international humanitarian law but also
put innocent lives at risk under the rubble of
systematic lies.

The Bani Matar School case is not just a

passing incident; it is a wake-up call reminding
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the world that its silence fuels a culture of impunity. The truth, despite all attempts to obscure

it, remains the most powerful weapon for saving the future of Yemen's children, and justice

will only be achieved when the masks are lifted from the faces of those who manipulate

human lives.
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